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Sundav. March 9.1862. was abenchrnark day in naval histmy as 
nxo ofthe strangest warships the world had yet seen clashed an the 
Raters of Hampron Roads. Uryinia IFi-mrc 1 ). That day wttneqsed 
the first battle bemeen ~ronclad r,esseEs when the USS Wonifor and 
the CSS I7cirr1u (origtnally. the USS.Wemmnc) fought to a draw 
afier poundlnp each other lclmtlcfsly forsevml houn. According 
to one account (Ellen. 192'. crted in Proco. 1991. p. 10). thc Fcdcnl 
sa~lors \\ere at a lofs to undcmtand what a a s  propelling the r ek l  
ship. ~nasrnuch as no dense black smoke couId be seen icqulng from 
hcr <tack For many years. the stop has persisted that the ansner 
to the Yankecc' hcfuddlcmcnt lay in the type of coal firing the 
rkpnra :F borlers. Rather than the birum~nou~ coal typically uscd by 
thc Confederate<. the fuel for the southern vessel is s a ~ d  to ha\ e 
been a sern~anthrac~tc mlncd In the Price Mountain area of \font- 
corner) Counrl; in sonthxestern Z'iryn~a. 

Thc Mcnimac Coal. as this Montgomery County seam came to 
he caFIed. 15 today recogni7cd a< one ofthe most geologically unique 
coals anyn here on the planet - it lr the second-oldc5t coal cvcr 
commcrclall> cuploited (Butt<. 1930). T h e w  Montgomery County 
coal meacures ha\ e an equally interesting hietoy of economic de- 
telopment. for tbcir c~ploitarion extends well back into the early 
da>s of cettlcmcnt tn the e~ghteenth centuy in south\\estem Vir- 
ginla l \ h a ~  cpcc~al ~eolopic conditions led to the formation ofthe 
unustiall) h i g h - ~ a d e  Pnce Zlountain coals7 \!'a< thls coal really 
bc~ng m i n d  In rcrnore southwcstm Y~qinla  dunng the CI \  11 \Var. 
\\hen ex ery other coal opentlon in thc qtate waf located in the Rich- 
mond \ icln~t.:' And. above all. could the llernmac coal have found 
11% na? from the rnoontalns of Vonrgornev Count]: to the hunker4 
of the rnighp riqrnln9 Thic article. pan o f  a ~erie< examining thc 
relationchips  bet^ een geo lop  and the C~vil  \Tar In southwestern 
Xiryinin (Uhlronant. l99ha: 199hh. 1997.1998) attempts to answer 
these questions b! prohing the geolopand econornlc devejopment 
nfthc Pncc Mountain coal beds in \lontgomey Counh. 

SOUTHERX COAL .4SD IROY IYDL'STRIES: 
COYTR4STS \VITH THE SORT# 

The southern states depended on a number of mineral resources 
to wage war in the 1 860s. the most important of which uere salt. 
Icad. nitcr ( < a l ~ t e r ) .  iron. and coal. In fact. exrracting these mate- 
na15 became 50 Important to the confederate goiernment that it 
e~enrually exempted from rn~lrtap sen.1ce people who m~ncd quch 
stratcyc mincralc (Hoylc. 1997) Prior to and durinp the war. Vlr- 
g ~ n ~ a  \\as by far the rnalor m~neral-prcducinc Confctfcratc state. 
w ~ t h  most of hcr cutcn5ivc mining opentlons concentmted In the 
nertem regions. Hcrc. vaft amount< of iron. lead. salt. and niter 
poured fonh from the nch m~neral belt< In thc ~xc~ tc rn  foothills o f  
the Rluc Ridge arid In the Val1e. and R~dze beyond 

The lone cvccptlon to theconccntmtron of mrning activities in 
the \\eftern part of Y~rglnla \%a< coal During the C 11 1 1  liar. the 
Richmond coal field< became of enormous nat1onaI Importance to 
the Confederacy bccauqc the! providcd i lnuaTl all of the southem 
coat suppl! (Waxer. 1962) These so-callcd *-Midlothian rn~nec" 
wcrc located In the abundant and relati.elk eas.-to-m~ne hrtuminous 
coal measures just rrcct of thc Confcdctatc capjtal At their peak 
during the nar. the Richmond coal fields prduced ox er 1 OCl.fl00 ton< 
annually (H~bbard. 1993). much of it dcftincd for the srmteglcally 
crit~cal Tredqar Iron 1Vorkc. Thc M~dloth~an mines and Trcdegar 
constituted the industrial hean of the Confcdcratc uar machine. 
prompring qomc hicionanc to cpeculate that defense of these 1 ~tal  
~ndusrr~es nas a crgnificant factor in moilnp thc cnuthcrn capital 
from Montgornen. AL. to Richmond shortly aAer the outbreak of 
hoailit~cs (Crews. T992). 

A major geological difference existed kt\ \een the coal resourcec 
of the northern and southern states that had a profound Impact on 
the grou-th of hcaty i n d u s ~  prior to the war - that difference u as 
anthracite (Hoyle. 199'). \ortheastern Penn<yhania contalny about 
75 pcrccnt ofthc world's anthracite ( h a d  coal1 deposits. This high- 
e n e r p  indusmal fuel pouered the "hot hlact" method ofrnaktng pig 
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iron. \vhich in the pre-\var years resulted in a major relocation of the =-w, 
Amcncan iron industn to Pennsylvania \\.here i t  yre\v rapidly. Spin- f 

\ .,-,-: 
off industries such as railroads and massivc facilities at Sea. York 
H a h r  and Philadelphia quickly developed: for example. five impor- :>-- 
rant "anthracite railroads" xverc operating in thc Sonh hy the tlme - 
of the Ci\.iI \Var. 

- 
In contrast to the Sorth. that region destined to become the Con- ., , ,..- ./."I 

federacy. xith the notable exception of\'i?inia, had a poorly devcl- p .. . 

.- -- oped antebellum coal and iron industn. \\bod \vas plentiful. and 
southern ironmacters pretirred the charcoal-fired r "cold hlast") tech- -;! ... : :.. : - .,5 

- .  
no lop  for producing pig iron. Even in the Old Dominion. \vhere a :.---> -.; - )‘h . - \,A thri\-inp coal and iron induse  had yro\+n up heforc the \var. the iron ** i 
furnace.; nerc fueled almost cuclusively with \mod. (Interestingl~ 
Virginia's only coke-fired i hot blast) furnace. the Potomac Furnace 
in Loudoun County. fell into Union hands at the \-en- outset of the 
conflict.) Although charcoal furnace-produced iron \vas of v e y  
good quality (Bnlce. 19301. such furnaces \verc of small capacity . 

and llrnited etXciency. Convemely. the anthracite and coke-tired 
furnace had at least twice the c a p a c i ~  and was far more efficient 
than the charcoal operation. Thus. the fundamental geoloeical ineq- 
u iv  of the \vorld's most eutensive anthracite deposits being located 
In the northeastern l-nited Stares played a maior role in creating a 
burgeonin: 1860s industrial superpoLvcr. Ultimately. the Confed- 
crac!: with its si-mificantly inferior development of skilled laborers. 
ran materials. manufacturing capaciy and transponation network. 
found it could not compete \\ ith [he northern economic behemoth. 

k ~ y u r ;  .:. i r c ~ r ! , ~ ~ ! c m ; i p ~ ~ t ~ h r  Xfont~cm~en C ~ u n y s r i . . ~ ~  V:rgin~:i 17.1 :\Ion OF THE COUSTY CO.-\L 
of \lincral Ruiaurcer. 1993). Crois-hatched pattern ( \ I p r ~  1nJicatec t5c \1EASURES 
2li5stssippian Price Formation that contalns the coals described in thi.; ar- . . 

Grginia's coal resources are found in three distinctly different ticle. Sorthem strike belt is Rmsh \fountain. elliptical area ic Price Xloun- 

geologic regions - the \fesozoic Basins. \hlleyand Ridge. and Ap- rain. Star indicates location of 3lemmac mines area. 

palachian Plateaus ( F i y r e  2). The t int  commercial coal mining Rogers called attention to the "recent discox-en.. . . of a semi-bitu- 
b q a n  in i'irginia (and the Cnned States) in 1'18 in the coal fields minous d n  coal . . ."along the Brush Mountain trend in 2lontgom- 
located in the Richmond Ileso7oic Basin (N'ilkes. 19R4). Settlers e n  County (Rosers. 1835. cited in !Yonham. 1986. p. 1501. Rogers 
spreading \vest\vard across the state soon encountered the \.alley believed that thls coal tvould spur iron production. After the Civil 
coal fields in the eastern \alley and Ridge. \lining ofthese hliscis- \hr .  late 1 800s geologists C. R. Boyd and Jed Hotchkiss frequently 
sippian-ape coal seams began in the latc 1 The last coal re- mentioned the "anthncitc" deposits in their nritings (see. e.?.. Boyd. 
sources to he developed. and the only areas still in production. are 1880: Hotchkiss. 1 S T ) .  Around the turn ofthe cenhl? Camphell 
the Southwest Virginia fields in the Plateaus reeion. Extensive re- ( 1891) and Rgtson ( 1907) provided relatively modern geolopic de- 
senes  of Pennsylvanian-age coal in this province have been eu- scriptions of the coal in this district. Campbell and others' 1925 
ploited since the I PRns. monogaph is by far the most comprehensive peologic study of thc 

The Confcdenre coal mines of \lontgomer?. Counh are part of \'alley coal fields yet published: nearly all succcedins \ v o r k e ~  ha\ e 
the \glley coal fields belt. Geologists have long been interesrcd in used their geologic and ~cochemical data. Of the later studics. 
the b l l e y  coals. thanks to their great geologic antiquit?.. unusually Burkhart ( 1927). Butts ( 1940). Bartholomen and L o ~ v n  ( 19-9 1. 
high -mde (semianthracite). and occurrcncc in a major fold-thrust Stanley and Schultz ( 1983 ). and Ranholomew and Brov-n ( 1992 ) 
province. AS early as 1835. \'irpinia State Geologist IYilliam B. contain much useful information on the \,fontgomery County coal 

measures. Kreisa and Bambach ( 1973) presented 
C m L  FFLm the most detailed analysis of the environmental --- conditions under which the coal-bearing strata 

formed. The following account ofthe \lontpom- 
ery Count  ponion oftheValley coal fields is taken 
from these sources. 
. 411 of the coal-bearing Missisrippian stnta in 
Montgomev County are located on the S a l ~ i l l e  
thrust sheet and crop out in t\vo major areas - a  
belt trending northeast-southwest along the base 
of Brush llountain and in the elliptically-shaped 
Price Mountain arc3 (F ip re  .7). These coal seams 
{as well as the others in the Valley fieldc) have 
been more deeply buried and intensely deformed 
than those in the orhcr gcolosic provinces. As a 

Fi-arc 2 .  Physiographic provinces ofVirginia and areas mined for coal (from Bird. 1997). result. they are of a low volatile bituminous to 
S o  coal is currently k i n g  mined in the Valley fields or in thc Richmond Basin. semianthracite rank - thc highfit coal =mde in the 
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state. Coals metamorphosed to this degree may senerate significant 
amounts of methane and display pwasive tectonic shattering. The 
large quantities of methane. althou~h perhaps constituting a fuel re- 
source for the future. createdangmusly g a y  mines that have e y e -  
rienced tragicexplosions in the Pulaski and \lontgomcn. Counties re- 
gion. \lortwver. the intense tectonic deformation creates formidable 
miningconditions in that thecoal seams arcdifficult to follo~. and the 
mine \valls and roofs are inherently unstable. In spite of the daunting 
geolop associated with mining the Valley fields. many attempts to 
cstract the coal have hcen made. In the Price \fountain area alone. 
Banholomeu and  low^ ( 197'4) shokv I81 minm and prospects that 
\vex active at one timc or another. Figure4 shows some ofthe major 
historic cml mining sites in the \,fontgomm.Coun& region. 

F ig~re l .  \lap showing some important coal mininc locations in the \lonr- 
county arc; (used with permission oi- \ l a y  La Lone and 

Pocahontas Press. Inc.) Smaller darkcncd circles arc major mining sites. 
vote presence of lrlcrrirnac mincs in Price Slountain area. 

The Confederate coal operations in XIontgomey Coun? tvcre 
located in the Price Mountain district ~vhich is pan of a large (roughly 
seven mile.; by two miles) thrust \\indo\\ created during the 
Alleghanian Orogcny near the end of Paleozoic time. Along the 
axis of the Price llountain anticline. loner Paleozoic carbonates 
and shales have been eroded auay to reveal the \lis?i<sippian beds 
beneath the Pulaski thrusr fault. The ~ e o l o ~ i c  unit containing the 
coal beds iq the Price Formation (Figure 51. named by Campbell 
( 1  894. p. 1-71 for the Price hqot~ntain exposures. The Pricc was 
dcpxitedduring early \fississippian time (approximately 350 million 
years ago), making the coals be? old geologically.' The Price coals 
arc thought to be the oldest commercial coals anbwhere in the 1.-orld 
e-icept for the Devonian coals of Spitzenbcrg: they arc the geologi- 
call!- oldest coals c ~ e r  m i n d  in Xonh America. 

* 4lthough coal hcd-a-cldoc P h ~ ~ r n h r i a n  are repontd. rhc! h ~ c ~ m c a b u n d z n ~  In 
r h t  : c r > ' . ~ ~ ~ c  rrcord h e y n n i n p  In [he uywr pan ol'rhc [I?\ onrnn Thm. :zp~dly 
i .~ ( . l \  In: : indp!nnr~crtnh:~ihtd \cgctat:r ?ma.;*; 13r$rm,u;LI I(> rnakccn~l pri-- 
L'D 3.1LT 3 cL*t7:l:>(>n c\crl:. 

Chemung Frn 

~ T L ]  Chemung F m 

Sandstone 
with trough 
cross-bedding 

Siltstone 

Mudstone 

B 
Coal 

Conglc merate 
composed of 

quartz pebbles 

- 
Coverd  
interval 

Flyre  5 Strat~gnphlc column of the Pnce Forrnat~on at the rcfer- 
ence sectlon, Statc H~ghwaq. 100. Pulask~ Count!. 14 (from 
Bartholome\\ and 6rov.n. 1992. afier Banlcn. 19-4) This  Iocallt\ 
1s about I5 rn~lcc u cst ofthe Pnce Mnunta~n area rn \fontyomen 
Coun y 

The Price Formation is pan tlf a pear Dcl-onian and \fississip- 
pian clastic sequence in south\+-eqtcm Vi~iniaderived from Acadian 
source tcrrains to the southeast. The depositional cn\.ironmcnts of 
the Price are generally interpreted as mixed marine and nonmarine 
conditions npical of the deltaic model of coal formation. The basal 
member of the formation. thc Cloyd Conglomerate. IS an especially 



interesting depsit  (Figure 5 ) .  It contains unbroken brachiopod and 
pelccypod ihclls within ~ h c  quam pebble layers that make up most 
oi'ihe member. This unusual association of intact shelled invcnc- 
bratcs and a coarse-grained conglomerate (some of the pebbles are 
several cm. In s i n )  suggests that the marine creatures li\-ed as an 
in-place benthic communi? in a turbulent environment. 

Another interesting aspect of the Cloyd conglomerate is its his- 
toric use as ginding \vhccl millstones. A numbcr ofquames existed 
in the Cloyd on thc southeast stope of Rmsh \\.lountaln during the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Some of the Cloyd millstones 
xvere hauled by \lapons into the Blue Ridge ~vhere they yround p i n  
at places such as Jlahn's b1ill in FToyd County. located on the present 
Blue Ridse Parkway. 
:\h\ c the Cloyd. several thin coals mcur lvithin the upper Price 

(Figure 5 ) .  Only nvo of these coals are thick enough to have been 
developed commercially. Initial15 t h w  were knonn as the Bi_c Seam 
and Linlc Seam (the lartcra smaller underlying unit). hut Campbell 
and othm ( 1925. p. 1 J5 ) renamedthem the \4errimac and Langhome, 
respectively. In the Xlontyorney Couny area. the lrlerrimac Inter- 
val is five to 12 fcet thick and thc Lanzhome is one to thrcc fcet 
thick'. In the Price blountain structure. only thc blcmmac is thick 
enough to have bctn worked commercially. thus. the Civil \\hr coal 
opcnt~oni that ex~sted on the southeastern ~ l o p c  of the mounta~n 
mu\r ha\e bcen In the coal <earn ulttmately named for the rebel 
~mnclad 

PRE-CIVIL MAR HISTORY OF THE 
\IOVTGO\lERI- COCVTY CO.\L \lIVES 

Zo one knows exactly when coal was fim disco\-ered and mint4 
in the \lontgomey Counv area. Price ( 1  991. p. 1 ) rcponed that the 
first record.; of coal discoven appeared around 1-50: simple open- 
pit mining may have be-pn as early as 1770 (Frcis. 1996). .A fasci- 
nating stein (perhaps apcxrl;phal) is that the Vatley fields coal indus- 
tn. \\-as started by foreign rncrccnary soldiers (Burkhan. 193 I : Proco. 
1991). .Accord~ng to these accounts. mining of the Valley coal he- 
Fan in Slontgomey Counv duringor shortly after the Rcvolutionar?- 
\\ar. In one vcrslon. the coal \\a5 discovered by a reyment of 
Hewan priwnen of \\ ar held In the area to axold recapture h! the 
Hnt~<h -2mong these iold~erc \\ ere men m ho had been coal mlnem 
and Iron imcltt.m. hence de\ clopmcnt of the coal commenced 4 
slight \ andt~on of thc itorl, 3s that Hewan pnioneR \ oluntanl! came 
to the \lonrgomen Counc arca u tth Colonel n ~ l l ~ a m  Preston afrer 
the Re\ olut~onan !\ar RI~  the 1790~. a Hewan named Jacob Broce 
iecmi to ha\ e been opcratlng a coal rnlne. Iron irneltlng u orhc. and 
a nfle barrel hor~npmlll along Slate Branch Creeh In the Zlcmmac 
arca (Burkhan. 19: 1 .  H~bhard. I W0. Proco 1991: \ionham. 19s6r 
PIT m ~ n ~ n g  also nccurred around th~q tlmeat the fwt of Bru~h \faun- 
tam In the Pncc coal scams exposed along Toms Creeh. 

Throughout the late 1 'Mq andearl! 1 RWs. %mall xale mlnlng of 
the "crone coal" can earl: name for the \hlleg semranthrac~te) oc- 
curred at Zlemmac and other s r t e~  In ~lontgomen Coun? \loit of. 
this coal was used by local iron smeltcm. blacksmiths. and farmers. 
These earliest mines were surface dw_cings. hut evenrually coal ex- 
traction shifred tounderground drift and slopcmines(La Lone. 199-). 
(.4 drift mine is a shaft dug on a horizontal level. \.hereas a slopc 
mine follo\vs the incl~natinn ofthe coal seam at a dou.n\vard angle. 
Slope mines came to dominate mining in the Price Iclountain area 

because of the tectonic deformation of the coal.) An 1 X33 map by 
James Herron (cited in A'orsham. 1986. p. 150) shoaed coal mines 
on Brush \fountain and along Slate Branch in the Pricc blountain 
vicinih. In 1840 the C.S. cen5us officially rcportcd 200 tons ofcoal 
production in lfontgomery Count?: 

The remoteness of the Valley coal rea l ly  hindered the gro\\th 
of rhis indust5 in the first half of the nineteenth centun.. Zo rail- 
roads existed in the region. thus horse-dnnn wagons camed the 
coal. a v c n  costly means of shipment IPrco. 1901). Rut interest in 
the 3lontgomey Count tields soared in the 1850% \\-hen the 13- 
i n i a  and Tennessee Railroad at last u . s  extended throuph thecounp. 
Iluring this decade. four ma-ior coal companies arose. the moit no- 
table of \\ hich was the Price's \lounrain Coal \line Company. Thix 
corporation evidently survived into the Civil !Var years and may v c n  
\veil have operatcd the mine from which the Confederate govcm- 
ment obtained coal. 

The Price'r \fountain Coal \line Company u.as incorporated on 
Xpril 11. 185:. and consisted of three partners - Jeremiah Kyle. 11.. 
5f. Zlontague. and \V. D. Kyle (\Yonham. 1986). This enterprise 
\\as generally referred to 3s -'Kyle and \lontague." and this 1s it.; 
listiny in the U.S. industrial census of 1860. In rhat year. the com- 
pany output dl\ arfed all other \.lontgomerl; Couny coal operations. 
producing 2.85' toni of coal valued at S I I .?On. Uo other counh 
mine extracted coal n-orth more than S 0 0 .  Proco ( t 994. p. S cites 
an account of the mid-l XnOs min in~  activities on Price \fountain. 
including those of Kyle and Zlontaguc: 

"Prior ro the Civil R;tr [the coal] had hccn used for blackimith and 
smclting purposes to a limited extent. Xlr. Jeremiah Kyle. \rho 1\35 

a \ e n  prominent. merchant rexiding in Christiansbury became inter- 
ested in the coal and brought somc \Velsh mincn from \l$lec \\ ho 
drove thrcc slope.; at difyercnt pointi on the outcrop ofthc coal for n 
diitance of about 400 fcet Thew slope< \vcrc put rio\\-n for the 
purpo~e of proving that the coal \vss regular and it \\ a5 nor a pocket 
as was asserted by somc geologists at that period. .-2fjcr these 
<lope- \vercdri\,en. a Company 11x5 formed forthe pupcc  ofbuilding 
a railroad from the minc to C'hristiansburg in order to ha\e trrjnrpor- 
tation facilities." 

That railroad \vai not huilt. and indecd all work \\-as suspended as 
armed conflict betnecn S ~ n h  and South broke out in I ShI . But 
impoflant times lay ahead for Pricc Uountain coal. timcs that in- 
cluded Xvartime mining for the Confederate gol,cmment. 

CI\.IL \\:+\R HISTORY OF COAL PRODUCTIOS 
1U \lOYTCO\lER%- COUYTY 

The s ton that a Price \fountain coal mine supplied the file1 for 
the CSS 1 i ~ i n i o  is deeply inpained in southu estrm lirginia lore. 
\Vc may ne\ er know dcfiniti) ely whether this occurred or not. The 
existence ofa Pricc Slountain coal operation hy u r  for the C-onfed- 
erate authorities is substant~atcd by an 18M Confederate Engineer'?; 
map of \fontgomen Counv that s h o w  a "Go\-t Collien.. about a 
mile south\ve.;t of the present-da?. communic- of Xtemmac (Fi-cure 
61.  (.A colliey is a chicfl!- British term for a coal mine.) This might 
\ -en  \yell he thc Kyle and >lontayue mine. but no official records 
ha\z bcen found rhat specifically name the ouners ofthc Confeder- 
ate mine. Sor ha? documentation emerged that indicates wherr this 
coal \\-en1 or ho~v it u.as used. Sfany yeam after the war. the tradi- 
tion de\,eloped that Pricc \fountain coal Indeed powered the ~ u t h -  
em ironclad. The account belou- is a cornpilafion and analyqis of the 
most n idel!- quoted sources of this tmdit~nn. 

The Kyle and \fontaye minc on Pricc \loiintain apparcntlg 
oprated into the Civ11 \\ar yean. alrhori~h actix-i~ may ha\ e .;topped 
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named the \.irginia. there was 
then the pmblcm of securing fuel 
to feed the tx,iler; of this vcx~cl 
and this problem was up to the 
officers of the Confederate 
Sax?. and they had heard of the 
coal cieporit in Slontfomcy 
C-ounn, and upon in\-c<ti~ation 
they employd \Ir. I. H. :%dams. 
no\v dcccascd. but formerly 
head of .Adam5 8 Paync in 

Lynchhurz and o f  Adam<. 
Pa!-nc & filca\ cq in Ronnokc. 
to manage the coal opcratlon 
which \vould <upply thc coal 
ncccs.;an to i'ccd rhc ho~lcrinf 
rhe man-of-wr. I'irynia \Zr. 
.\dams told thc 1,ri:c.r th;o hs 
and h ~ s  family moved ?o the 
rninc and at that timc rhcrs \\ere 
some 40 or 50 housc.; with a 
\ ,cc '  good min~np plant \I-ith 
hunkem and mechanical hoiqts 
on thc pmperp v. hich had been 
placed there hy thc \\'clsh rnin- 
crs u hen they \\ere proving thc 
coal seams: that he fillcd these 
houccs with miners and had 
quite a large production pcr day 

:I.:: 0 ,  Di.:311 ti<,:n thi. I h h l  (-onftdcrarc. go\ crnmenl map of\lon:grvnm Count?. r used with F m t i i t o t l ~ , :  
at that time: that for transpor- 
tation they haulcd the coal h!. (;:ttiand Proco). S\;ote location of ..Go\-l Colliery-' on southcastem sidc crf Price's (sic) XIountain. 
six mule t am< to Clristiansbuy 

temporarily at the outbreak of hostilities in 1861. Vine company ~vhcrt- it \vas shipped in cars to Sorf(>lk and placed in thc h u n k c ~  of 
partner iVilliam Slontayc rccalled in 1893 (cited in \{'orsham. 1986. the man-of-\var. I think if you will refer toa  hook written by S l a v  
p. 155 ) that during the war his mine produced coal for the manufac- Johnston. I do not recall the name. she mentions this fact in her hook 
nlre of salt kcnlcc and also for the making of shot and shell at and states that thc coal that \vas burned on the \'izinia came from 
Ho\vards\ ille in .\lbemarle C o u n ~  for the Confedente Amy.  Ac- far-aa.ay >lontzomen Coun?." 
cordins to Rurkhan ( 193 I .  p. 1 I. a"fair sized mining camp uas  built The ultimarc fate of the Price Slountain coal operations durin: 
[in the \lerrimac vicinitv]. and under thcdircction of 1. tj'. Adams of the war years i z  unclear. Some sources (e.:.. Burkhan. 193 1 )  indi- 
L\nchburg. the Confederate government mined coal for use in the cate that Union soldiers under General iV~lliam Averell raided the 
southern war area." Burkhan went on to say that "coal from this coal facilities in 18M and destroyed the mincs. Others (c.g.. Fllctt. 
mine supplied the .lferrimar. . . and it \vas from it that the mining 192'. cited in Proco. 1991. p. 10) claim that General George 
camp and the coal seam were named." Stoneman's troopers devastated thew opcntion5. Roth Fedenl pcn- 

Pierce ( 1930) wrote an account of the .Ifonifor and .Ilrrrinmc cn l s  led forces through the \lonrgomey Couny region late in thc 
encounter based on the observations of a s u n i ~ o r  of the historic \var. hut neither mentions the destruction of any cod mine< in hic 
banlc. In this article. Pierce ( 1930. p. 3Rh) noted that the Confcder- oficial report. Indced. no Cnion or Confederate official reports or 
ate government took owr  the lferrimac mine during the war and any contemponn neu s p a ~ e r  articlcs speak of Clcrrimac or the 
produced great quantities of coal. The coal was sent by wagon to destruction ofthe mines anci mining villare there (\\'onham. 19361. 
Buchanan. \.:I. ahere it was loaded onto canal h a t s  and floated \Ionta_ye made no mention ofany Fcdcnl raids in his 1 W? remem- 
doan the James River to Norfolk "to furnish steam for the iron- hnnce\. (Interestingly. Xlontarue made no reference to hiz coal 
clad." fueling the Iiryinia. either.) Perhap.;, like many other southern in- 

One of the most detailed descriptions of the Ci\.il Uhr opera- dustrial activities near war's end. the Price Slountain coal opcra- 
tions of the lqemmac mine was provided in a 1927 personal letter tions diminished or ceased altogether as manpo~ver shonaecs he- 
(cited in Proco. 1993. p. 10) uritren by Mr. Guy Ellen. a Xlontgom- came acute and \var fatigue set in. 
ery County resident. Ellen's father was a Confederate colonel and Four decades after the nar. the arca around Pricc \4ountain 
medical doctor. Elletr u ~ o t e  as follows: \vas named "Slemmac" \vhen large-wale mining operations began 
'.Abut this time the Civil War broke out and all work lvas sus- a b u t  1902 (Freis. 199R). ,It this time. the s t o ~  that the Vemmac 
pmded. Thc only coal at the time of the out break of the Civil IfBr mine had supplied the I i ~ i n i c l  \vas \vldcly circulated by the Viro_inia 
that \&-as being operated in thc South was at thc coal basin near Anthracite and Coal Cornpan!: then o\\ner ofthe mine (Rbrsham. 
Richmond u-hich is situated in Chesterfield and Powhatan Countics 1986). Did Clontpomen County Coal pro\-ide the fuel for the his- 
in this State. After the Federals occupied that territory it was im- tonc Confederate armored warship? The qucstion rcmains unan- 
possible to mine any of that coal for manufacturing purposes and swered. 
afrer the 3femmac. which had been sunk in NorfoIk harhor and the 
?;a\? yard was destroyed. it was niscd and re-modeled and re- 
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Follolr ~ n g  the Cir il War. coal rn in~ng  m Monrgomery County re- 
sumed but production n as low. \lines remarncd far from the main 
railroad line (b) then. thc Korfolk and ?<tern) and this scriousl:. 
limited groxx~h o f t h e  indust: l larket lng efforts r c c e i ~ e d  another 
setback u hen the Xorfolk and \Vestcm completed a railroad to  the 
Pncahonraf V i n e  in Tazeucll County In E $83 (Pmco. I991, Thic 
bituminous coal n a r  plcnt~ful.  easy to  mtne. and n o a  rcadilb tram- 
portable to  the big eastem markcts. Xlernmac rnme sales to  these 
Imponant consumen fell sharply. 

In the f int  decade of the twentieth century. demand for rhe ['all? 
semianthnc~te  surycd This H a 5  duc in pan to a malor rmke  b~ Penn- 
$?Itanla anthmiteminen.  but cornpletron at last afa railroad ncnlmk 
u  thin Montornen.Counn. helped alu, In 1 W. the Liyinta  Anthra- 
cite Coal and Rallroad Company by then operators o f the  Mcrrimac 
facilities. completed a Fallspur that connected Blacksbury via the 
Xlernmac mine -7th Norfolk ad 1lestern.q main line through the co* 
( n i s  quaint rail 11ne became knoun  a s  the "Hucklebem L~ne"  h- 
causcrtudentsat l i g i n i a  Polyechn~c Inrtitute(\TI) hadrimeto lea\ e 
the s1o.r-rnox ing trrtln. pick thc H tld bemcs. thcn reboard (H~bbard. 
19;90) Snrdents frnm17PI conrrnud to uwthlstmrn unnl 11s 1x1 run in 
1958 1 Asecondmilroad. t h e l i y n l a n .  \xa\complctcd thmugh Mont- 
gomepCoun'n In 190' fmm Qest Cii-ynra to >orfolk. Coal from the 
Vcrnmac mrne xras loaded onto thlc line and chjpycd to  Harnplon 
Roads Sputsed b! the ~ncrcased ax arlab~lit! oftrdnymnarlon tomore 
distant market< the ~ e r n ~ a n t h r a c ~ t c  oprs t ron5 thrdughout the Zhllc> 
freId5 conttnued to kmxx 

Disacter s t n ~ c k  the M e m m a c  mine in 1909 rt hcn a hea~!  rain- 
s t o m  f l o d c d  the shafts and forced closurc until I9 1 X .  Rcnpcned 
thar year. the ' d c m m a c  operatiom reached thctr prak d u r ~ n s  the 
1920s and I9.iOs. .A thnx Ing c o m m u n ~ ~ d c ~ e I o p d  around the mine. 
including a comrnisqary. post office. hotel o r  hoardlng house. and 
about threc d w e n  company houses (La Lone. 19973 In 1934. a 
coune-rr rde srnkc h! the m i n e n  closed the largcqt o ~ r a t i o n s .  in- 
cludlnz the Clernmac m~ne Foilon ing the stnke, the l l c r n m a c  re- 
sumed p r d u c t ~ o n  but closed acaln and went out ofhusmess pema- 
nentl! in 19.?5 CoaT rnlnmg cont~nued cl reu here in the count?. and 
production reached ttc h ~ s t o n c  peak In 1913-1 94d when M o n t ~ o m -  
en. mlnm produced oter 200 DClO tons of coal (H~hhard. 1W) 1 r en- 
tually. l a r ~ e  scaIc rnjning in the countv ceased rn the Pate 19503. 
although rrnarl truck rnlnc.; operated ~ p o r a d r c a l l ~  in thc Bmsh  and 
Pnce  %lountainr area into the 1960s and 19'05 

Yo coal mlnlng w c u ~  an!whcre in the l 'alle? fields toda!. In 
M o n t g o m e ~  Counp .  only one marker, a monument to honor the 
memo? o f  I2 people kilrcd in the tragic 1946 e ~ p l o s ~ o n  in the Great 
ZglIey V l n c  in the Brush Mountain area. scwcq to  cornmemoratc 
the 200-year h i s t o ~ o f t h e  couny mines. At  Mcrnmac. s f eu  m1nq 
offer evidcnce o f  that rnlne'q proud past. honever. a Coal > l inen  
Park at thrs sltc 1s in the planning smse. One last operation dunng 
 he late 1980.; reclaimed I im~ted  amounts o f  coal from the n a r t c  
piles at !he old M e m m a c  mine. Th~s material u a s  cleaned In a 
~ h a k e r  and ~ h r p p e d  to a Xorth Carolina charcoal bnquerte operation 
(H~bhard. 1440) From the bunkers o f  the rn ighy  ITy~nzu. prhapq.  
to  backyard barbecues - thuq slips the legacy o f  the Confederate 
coal mines of M o n t g o m e ~  Counn  into the mlrts ofhistorl: 

Th~s article is part of an ongoing study eraminlnp the relatinn- 
ship between the geology o f  s o u ~ h a c s t e m  C'1rg1nia and the Cn 11 
\Var militay his tow of  that region. I am grateful to  Messm. Stan 
Johnson and Gene  Rader o f  the L'irginia Di\ision o f  Mineral Re- 
sources (YDMR) fortheir encourapement and help in the p r g a r a -  

tion o f  the manuscnpt. M r  Bill Henrka o f  thc VDMR shox\ed m e  a 
number oFhi5tonc coat localit~eq In the Pnce Mountam nrca Vs. 
4udrg. Johnson In the  State Library of  Llirginia ass~sted In Imattng a 
f i ~ r e  ufcd I thank Mr. R o k n  F r e ~ s  for information <bared d u n n e  
dtscuscionq o f  the old Memmac  r n ~ n e ~  I am particularly yntcful  to 
Dr  Mary La Lone far  her re\ i c u  o f  the  manuwnpr  Her uork ( L a  
Lone. 199'. 199s)  u rth V o n t g o m c y  County coal rnjncm and t h e ~ r  
f am~l ie s  ir a n c h  sourccof  infomatron about the stones and tradi- 
tions o f  the pcoplc v. h o  eutractcd the M e m m a c  coal I r cr?, much 
apprcc~atc ahc helpof \lc Shamn Holla\\a!. n ho prepared the rnanu- 
scnpf 
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